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Methodological Discussion of Cross-Strait
Event Dataset Establishment
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Abstract

Regarding the establishment of the Cross-Strait Event Dataset, this paper argued
that first, because of the inevitable structural bias within the dataset selecting and
coding process from qualitative to quantitative analysis, the size of the event database
should be expanded. Second, to avoid the possible problem of over-stretching the
concept, the selecting and coding work of the dataset should be processed by
researchers instead of machine-coded computer software. Third, the function of the
event dataset is not necessarily limited to statistical methodology; the dataset can be
utilized for hypothesis-testing, hypothesis-generating and hypothesis-explaining as
well, which are also crucial to the accumulation of social science knowledge. Fourth,
the ontological problem of the practice of event dataset establishment can be resolved
by methodological attempts.

Keywords: Event Dataset, Cross-Strait Relations, Taiwan and China, Peace and
Conflict, Taiwan Strait
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