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A Study of Ferng Meng-long’s Adaptive
Language in Librettos, Its Distinctive
Character and Competence

Fu-Jung Chen’

Abstract

“Distinctive character” and “being an expert at drama” are two important
concepts in dramatic criticism, and though their identifications of implied categories
have not yet received the same conclusion historically, in general they contain diction,
temperament, plot, structure, arena and other items. Most drama critics usually
employ the two phrases to criticize drama, and Ferng Meng-long is also one of them.

In dramatic history, Ferng Meng-long's critical work about “distinctive
character” and “being an expert at drama” is not considered impressive by others .
He is even suspected of imitating others' viewpoints. However, once we combine his
critical work with his actual adaptations of drama, we can not but confess there is
some excellent achievement in them.

At first, this article will discuss Ferng Meng-long's adaptive dramatic language
into two parts: “songs in Chinese opera” and “dialogue in Chinese opera ” . Then
I will consider “songs in Chinese opera” into four groups: “the character's
speaking” , “diction brand new and beautiful, not cliche” , “describing things
fluently and orderly” and “expressing feelings with concealed or implied deep
meanings in variable ways” to illuminate “distinctive character” and “being an
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expert at drama” . Furthermore, | will account for “distinctive character” and
“being an expert at drama” , the feather of dramatic dictions from three points
“according to the character's status” , “fluent, lively, not crude” and “binding
songs and actions” , and finally discover the important value of Ferng Meng-long 's
adaptive dramatic language within them.
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